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Alternative varieties
on show could
predict the future
Dan Traucki

W  n e  n d l s l r !  C o - s !  l a n l s

Go buck lhir ly or tbrty years in t ime. and had the chiefexecutive's
of Austral ia's top l0 or 20 winc companies got together for a glass
ol white \r ' ine and discu\sed the luture trend\ in the industry. they
rould have been drinking R icsl ing. Chablis or Whitc Burgundy. They
ccrtainly would not havc bccn drinking or discussing Chardonnay.

It  would have been a very bold person who back then had lhe
audrcity to predict thul Chardonnay would become lhe pre-eminent
white wine variety in Ausiral ia within l0-15 ycars. Thcy probably
would hale been laughed out of the room. Sure. Chardonnay was
highl) successful in i ts native Francc. and sornc olhcr countr ies made
a decent Chardonnay. but here. Riesl ing wns lhe undispuled king of
wh i t e  w ines .

lndeed 30 years ago Chardonnay was what we would cal l  loday
rn { l lernative variety in Auslral i i l .  In 1983 in the Barossa Valley
there were l3J hectares of Chrrdonnay out of the 3.397hr of whitc
varict ics planted.

We l ive in a society of constant change and innovation. where
people are i l lways looking fbr something new and excit ing. Austral ians
are some of the best innovak)rs on the planet. Those businesses lhat
embruce change and go with i t  usual ly do qui ie nicely. That was
certainly the case with Chardonnay. How milny people st i l l  working
in the wine industry today can recal l  the aura surrounding the early
Tyrell's Vat 47 Chardonnays or having their own company's meagre
supply of Chardonnay on strict allocation. reserved only for their
very best customersJ

Come back to today. and ask members of the wine industry what
the next big thing in winc wil l  bc. You wil l  get al l  sorts of opinions,
depending on who you ask and what barrow they are pushing at the
time. For cxample Pinot Cris i f  you are trying to ramp up sales of
your wines inlo the United Srates.

Whilst i t  is extremely unl ikely that another variety. red or white.
wil l  emulate the run away success ofChardonnay. there are a numbcr
of grapc varict ics. which have the latent potential to succeed and
become mrinslream variet ies here in Austral ia in the future. These
are varieties. which have great popularity or a proven track record
in thcir native counlr ies. Variet ies such as Sangiovese, Nebbiolo and
Fiano from Italy. Tempranil lo and Albarino from Spain, Zinfandel
l iom the United States. Malbec from Argentina, Tannat from
Uruguay and Saperavi from Georgia.

There are a number of enterprising. mainly small  winemakers,
experimenting with these and many other new variet ies from ovcrscas,
just l ikc othcr advcnturous wincmakcrs did with Chardonnay in the
late 1960s and early 1970s.

However. there is one excel lent way to have a gl impse at the
future and the opportunit ies i t  wi l l  br ing. That is by attending the
Austral ian Alternative Variet ies Wine Show (AAVWS). which is
held in Mildura each November and attracts more than 500 entr ies.
Each year lhe number of entr ies as well  as the diversity of entr ies
continues to increase. A substantial program has evolved around the
wine show. including a seminar and tast ing this November's wi l l  be
Benchmarks. Blends & Biodynamics with the Chief ol Judges Max
Allen. There are a number of special dinners. such as this year's A
Kiss ol Viognier Dinner. along with the Mildura Jazz Festival,  the
presentation Long Lunch as well  as the al l- important tasl ing session
on thc Saturdav Morning.
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One bite
and it's

Soodni$ht
to $rubs

Delfin.
Delfin@, a biological insecticide, is the brand

you can trust, When hungry grubs attack
your vines, Delfin kills them oft fast.

One bite and they lose their appetite -
so it's goodnight.

Delfin's highly selective Bt chemistry is
an excellent tool for lntegrated Pest

Management with minimal impact on
beneficial insects. Delfin can be used all

year round and has the added benefit of no
withholding period.

So don't give grubs a chance - put them
out of business fast with Delfin.
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Delfin.
Stops hungty
grubs fast.
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